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TOMPKINS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

• Wednesday, March 11, 2020 • 2:30 PM 
Legislative Chambers 

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building 
121 E. Court Street 

Ithaca NY 14850  
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
3. BUSINESS 
  
 New Business        Page 
 Welcome New Member  
 Appointment of Administrative Director 
 Appointment of 2020 Board Officers      2 
 Appointment of 2020 Committees 
 Approval of 2019 audit upon the recommendation of the finance & audit committee 
 Approval of audit information input into PARIS online system 
 
4. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
5. STAFF REPORT 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – February 5, 2020   3 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

 



TCDC	2020	Board		
Officer	and	Committee	Appointments	

	
	
	
2020	Officers	
	

Chair	–	Rich	John	(as	designated	by	the	Chair	of	the	TC	Legislature)	
Vice	Chair	–	Martha	Robertson	
Secretary	/Treasurer	–	Jennifer	Tavares	

	
	
2020	Committee	Appointments	
	
Governance	
	 Rich	John	
	 Laura	Lewis	
	 Mike	Sigler	
	
Finance	&	Audit	
	 Rich	John	
	 Martha	Robertson	
	 Jennifer	Tavares	
	
Housing	

Laura	Lewis	
Martha	Robertson	
John	Guttridge	
Nels	Bohn	(IURA)	
Joe	Bowes	(INHS)	
Seph	Murtagh	(City	of	Ithaca)	
Jennifer	Kusznir	(City	of	Ithaca)	
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Tompkins	County	Development	Corporation	
Board	of	Directors	Meeting	Draft	Minutes	

February	5,	2020	
Tompkins	County	Legislative	Offices	

121	E.	Court	Street,	Ithaca,	NY	
 
 
Present:  Rich John, Jennifer Tavares, Mike Sigler, John Guttridge, Laura Lewis, Martha 

Robertson, Leslyn McBean Clairborne 
 
 
Staff Present: Heather McDaniel, Ina Arthur, Russ Gaenzle (Harris Beach, PLLC) 

Guests:  Gary Ferguson (Downtown Ithaca Alliance) 

CALL	TO	ORDER		 	
	
Rich	John	called	the	meeting	of	the	Tompkins	County	Development	Corporation	to	order	at	
4:00	PM.	
	
PRIVILEGE	OF	THE	FLOOR	
	
None.	
	
NEW	BUSINESS	
	
Request for Support for Downtown Ithaca Conference Center Project 
	
Gary	Ferguson	addressed	the	Board.	This	request	for	support	comes	from	the	Downtown	Ithaca	
Alliance	and	the	Tompkins	County	Chamber	of	Commerce	Foundation.	The	Conference	Center	
project	has	had	many	years	of	work	put	into	it	and	recently	received	NYS	funding	to	move	
forward.	
	
Rich	John	commented	that	this	request	is	quite	timely	as	the	County	just	voted	to	move	forward	
with	support	for	this	project.	
	
John	Guttridge	stated	that	he	is	on	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Downtown	Ithaca	Alliance.	He	will	
not	benefit	from	the	project,	but	the	DIA	will.		Russ	Gaenzle	suggested	that	he	should	recuse	
himself	from	voting.	
	
Jennifer	Tavares	stated	that	she	would	also	recuse	herself	as	the	Tompkins	County	Chamber	of	
Commerce	Foundation	is	part	of	the	request	and	she	is	also	part	of	the	project.	
	
The	request	is	for	$50,000	in	support	of	the	project	to	support	project	management,	legal	and	
architectural	design	work	costs.		
	
Laura	Lewis	moved	to	approve	the	request	of	$50,000	for	support	for	the	Downtown	Ithaca	
Conference	Center	Project	to	cover	project	management,	legal	and	architectural	design	
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work	costs.	Martha	Robertson	seconded	the	motion.	The	motion	was	approved	5-0-2	
(Guttridge	and	Tavares	recused	themselves).	
	
CHAIRS	REPORT	
	
None.	
	
STAFF	REPORT	
	
Heather	McDaniel	presented	the	fourth	quarter	2019	financial	report.		She	also	reported	that	
Cornell	University	is	refinancing	an	older	TCIDA	Bond	with	taxable	bonds	through	the	Dormitory	
Authority.	She	indicated	that	the	tax-exempt	bond	does	have	some	onerous	reporting	
requirements	when	they	are	used	for	multiple	buildings	with	multiple	uses.	
	
APPROVAL	OF	MEETING	MINUTES	
	
Mike	Sigler	moved	to	approve	the	November	13,	2019	Board	meeting	minutes.	Martha	
Robertson	seconded	the	motion.	The	motion	was	approved	7-0.	
	
The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	4:15	PM.	
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