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Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus 
on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. 
What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the 
needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes 
the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into 
the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 

GATHERING 
GATHERING MUSIC 
WELCOME 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                             Psalm 145 
All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 
that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all 

ages.  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 
You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE                                                  “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 
In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.   
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread 
of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen.  

WORD 
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44                                      back of bulletin 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the 
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough 
food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 13:14-21                          back of bulletin 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the 
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough 
food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL READING 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character 
of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human 
control. 
The Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
    Mark 6:1-21                                                                          back of bulletin 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”                           insert 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.                       
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 
of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

silence for reflection 
God, our provider, 
Help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 
words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the 
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Worshipers greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying: Peace be with you. 

PRAYER 
OFFERING 
 

OFFERING HYMN                                                  “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of Life, you have offered us your very self, to nourish and 
strengthen us as living examples of your gracious love.  Gather what has been sown 
among us that we may serve as your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all creation. 

Following each prayer petition the response will be: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  Amen. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray together as our Lord taught us. 

The Lord’s Prayer is sung according to the music printed in the bulletin 

SENDING 
SENDING HYMN                                                    “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 
You have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and power to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,☩be upon you 
now forever. 
Amen. 
DISMISSAL   
God is here! Spread the Word! 
Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ!  Thanks be to God. 
SENDING MUSIC 



Portions of the liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, printed by Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted under 
license No. 23505.  Additional resources, including the introductory comments for the day and for the scripture 
readings are from Sundays & Seasons, copyright 2020, Augsburg Fortress. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
“The Lord’s Prayer” setting by David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc.  Used by permission.  
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