
 

 

 

LEANDRIS LIBURD, PhD, MPH, MA 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MINORITY HEALTH AND HEALTH EQUITY 

CDC 

 
Since 2011, Dr. Liburd has served as the associate director for minority health and 
health equity for CDC/ATSDR. In this capacity, she leads and supports a wide range 
of critical functions in the agency’s work in minority health and health equity, 
women’s health, and diversity and inclusion management. She has played a critical 
leadership role in determining the agency’s vision for health equity, ensuring a 
rigorous and evidence-based approach to the practice of health equity, and 
promoting the ethical practice of public health in vulnerable communities. In 
addition, the Office of Minority Health and Health Equity ensures a pipeline of 
diverse undergraduate and graduate students pursuing careers in public health 
and medicine through its administration of the CDC Undergraduate Public Health 
Scholars Program and the James A. Ferguson Graduate Fellowship. Dr. Liburd has 
been instrumental in building capacity across CDC and in public health agencies to 
address the social determinants of health, and in identifying and widely 
disseminating intervention strategies that reduce racial and ethnic health 
disparities. She has skillfully executed innovative models of collaboration that have 
greatly expanded the reach, influence, and impact of the Office of Minority Health 
and Health Equity (OMHHE), and raised the visibility of health equity through peer-
reviewed scientific publications, engagement with academic institutions, 
presentations at national and international conferences, partnerships with national 
and global organizations, and other communications and educational venues. 
 
Dr. Liburd joined the COVID-19 response in May as the Chief Health Equity Officer. 
She has been working to advance health equity as a priority across the entire 
COVID-19 response and leads a team responsible for developing a data-driven 
strategy that will address all-too-persistent health disparities. 
 
Dr. Liburd has received honors for her leadership and management 
accomplishments. Among them, Jackson State University presented her with the 
John Ruffin Award of Excellence in Minority Health and Health Disparities by Jackson 
State University (2016), and the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Disparities 
Solutions and BlackDoctor.org named her one of the Top Blacks in Healthcare in 
2014 for her outstanding and noteworthy achievements in the healthcare field. In 
2010, the National REACH Coalition honored her with their Distinguished Service 
and Leadership Award, and in 2002, CDC’s Division of Diabetes Translation 
presented her with their Excellence in Collaboration Award for her seminal role in 
developing local, national, and international partnerships. 
She is highly regarded inside and outside of CDC for her tireless commitment, 
effectiveness, leadership, and passion in working to improve minority health and 
achieve health equity for all people. 
 

 



 

 

 

DANIEL E. DAWES, J.D. 
DIRECTOR 

Satcher Health Leadership Institute 

 

Daniel E. Dawes, J.D., a widely respected scholar, researcher, educator, and leader in the 
health equity, health reform, and mental health movements, is director of the Satcher 
Health Leadership Institute at Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia and a 
professor of health law, policy, and management. He is also the co-founder of the 
Health Equity Leadership and Exchange Network (HELEN), which is a nationwide 
network of over 2000 governmental and non-governmental leaders, researchers, and 
scholars focused on bolstering leadership and the exchange of research, information, 
and solutions to advance evidence-based health equity-focused policies and programs.  
  
Dawes’s research focuses on the determinants or drivers of health inequities among 
under-resourced, vulnerable, and marginalized communities and is the pioneer of a new 
approach to examining inequities, the political determinants of health. He brings a 
forward-thinking, inclusive, and multidisciplinary approach to health policy, authoring 
two groundbreaking books, 150 Years of ObamaCare and The Political Determinants of 
Health, published by Johns Hopkins University Press, which have received critical 
acclaim and rave reviews.  
  
Dawes is an elected fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, and serves or served 
on several boards, commissions, and councils focused on improving health outcomes 
and elevating health equity in the United States and around the world, including the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Federal Advisory Committee on 
Health Disparities, the National Center for Civil and Human Rights - Health and Human 
Rights Institute Advisory Committee, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Policies for 
Action National Advisory Committee, the National Football League/National Football 
League Players Association’s National Committee on the Racial Disparities of COVID-19, 
the National Medical Fellowships Primary Care Leadership Program’s National Advisory 
Committee, the Hogg Foundation for Mental Health National Advisory Council, the 
Healthcare Georgia Foundation Board of Directors, the Alliance for Strong Families and 
Communities Board of Directors, the National League of Cities National Advisory Board, 
the CDC Foundation’s Community COVID Coalition Advisory Group, and the Children’s 
Mental Health Network National Advisory Council.  
  
He is the recipient of several national awards and recognition, including the American 
Public Health Association’s Award for Significant Contribution to Public Health, the 
American Psychological Association’s Exceptional Leadership in Advocacy Award, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Health Equity Champion Award, the 
National Medical Association’s Louis Stokes Health Advocacy Award, Families USA 
Health Equity Advocate Award, the NMQF Minority Health Leader Award, Presented the 
Key to the City of St. Petersburg, Florida for national leadership advancing health equity, 
the Gift of Life MOTTEP Healthcare Vanguard Award, and the Caribbean Exploratory 
Research Center of Excellence Service Award.   



 

 

 

GEORGES C. BENJAMIN, MD 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

American Public Health Association 

 
Georges Benjamin is known as one of the nation’s most influential physician leaders 
because he speaks passionately and eloquently about the health issues having the 
most impact on our nation today. From his firsthand experience as a physician, he 
knows what happens when preventive care is not available and when the healthy 
choice is not the easy choice. As executive director of APHA since 2002, he is leading 
the Association’s push to make America the healthiest nation in one generation. 
 
He came to APHA from his position as secretary of the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene. Benjamin became secretary of health in Maryland in 
April 1999, following four years as its deputy secretary for public health services. As 
secretary, Benjamin oversaw the expansion and improvement of the state’s 
Medicaid program. 
 
Benjamin, of Gaithersburg, Maryland, is a graduate of the Illinois Institute of 
Technology and the University of Illinois College of Medicine. He is board-certified in 
internal medicine and a fellow of the American College of Physicians, a fellow of the 
National Academy of Public Administration, a fellow emeritus of the American 
College of Emergency Physicians and an honorary fellow of the Royal Society of 
Public Health. 
 
An established administrator, author and orator, Benjamin started his medical 
career in 1981 in Tacoma, Wash., where he managed a 72,000-patient visit 
ambulatory care service as chief of the Acute Illness Clinic at the Madigan Army 
Medical Center and was an attending physician within the Department of 
Emergency Medicine. A few years later, he moved to Washington, D.C., where he 
served as chief of emergency medicine at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
After leaving the Army, he chaired the Department of Community Health and 
Ambulatory Care at the District of Columbia General Hospital. He was promoted to 
acting commissioner for public health for the District of Columbia and later directed 
one of the busiest ambulance services in the nation as interim director of the 
Emergency Ambulance Bureau of the District of Columbia Fire Department. 
 
At APHA, Benjamin also serves as publisher of the nonprofit's monthly publication, 
The Nation's Health, the association's official newspaper, and the American Journal 
of Public Health, the profession’s premier scientific publication. He is the author of 
more than 100 scientific articles and book chapters. His recent book The Quest for 
Health Reform: A Satirical History is an exposé of the nearly 100-year quest to 
ensure quality affordable health coverage for all through the use of political 
cartoons. 
 
Benjamin is a member of the National Academy of Medicine (Formally the Institute 
of Medicine) of the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine and 



 

 

also serves on the boards for many organizations including Research!America and 
the Reagan-Udall Foundation. In 2008, 2014 and 2016 he was named one of the top 
25 minority executives in health care by Modern Healthcare Magazine, in addition 
to being voted among the 100 most influential people in health care from 2007-
2017. 
 
In April 2016, President Obama appointed Benjamin to the National Infrastructure 
Advisory Council, a council that advises the president on how best to assure the 
security of the nation's critical infrastructure. 



 

 

EDWARD P. EHLINGER, MD, MSPH 
PUBLIC HEALTH METAPHYSICIAN 

Past President, ASTHO 

Former State Health Official, Minnesota 

 
Edward Ehlinger is a public health metaphysician who has spent his professional 
career working in various settings to advance health equity and optimal health for 
all. He has integrated the values, practices, and approaches of medical care, public 
health, community building, and social justice in his work as a Senior Assistant 
Surgeon with the National Health Service Corps, Director of Maternal and Child 
Health at the Minneapolis Health Department, Director and Chief Health Officer at 
Boynton Health Service at the University of Minnesota, and Commissioner of Health 
at the Minnesota Department of Health. He currently chairs the federal HHS 
Secretary's Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality, serves on several boards, 
provides coaching for the National Leadership Academy for Public Health, and 
consults and speaks on public health and community-building issues locally and 
nationally.  
  
Ehlinger received his BA degree in English and his MD degree from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison and his Master of Science in Public Health degree from the 
University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill. He is a Fellow of the American College 
Health Association, a Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar, and a Bush Fellow. He is 
board certified in internal medicine and pediatrics and is an Adjunct Professor in the 
School of Public Health at the University of Minnesota.  He is a past president of the 
Minnesota Public Health Association, the North Central College Health Association, 
the Twin Cities Medical Society, the Association of State and Territorial Health 
Officials, and the first board chair of CityMatCH. 


