
 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 1912, Bessie Twigg was studying hard for 

the upcoming mid-year examinations. Bessie, a 

boarder from a property near Cowra in the state’s 

Central West, was 13 years old when she enrolled 

at PLC Sydney in 1911.  

 

In 1912 Bessie would have been in the equivalent 

of Year 8. These were some of the questions 

posed to her for response: 

 Composition: Write an invitation to a dance 

with letters of acceptance and refusal. 

 Botany: Give 5 ways in which leaves may 

be arranged or inserted on plants. 

 History: Relate the story of Charles Sturt’s 

expedition to explore the interior of 

Australia. 

 
 

College Hall as it looked when Bessie Twigg sat her exams in 1912. 

 

Earlier this year her niece donated some of Bessie’s examination papers, exercise books and school 

reports to the Archives. Some of the exams are shown here. Sadly we don’t have Bessie’s answers, but 

you may like to have a go yourself! 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 


