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InJune 1912, Bessie Twigg was studying hard for
the upcoming mid-year examinations. Bessie, a
boarder from a property near Cowra in the state’s
Central West, was 13 years old when she enrolled
at PLC Sydney in 1911.

In 1912 Bessie would have been in the equivalent
of Year 8. These were some of the questions
posed to her for response:
¢ Composition: Write an invitation to a dance
with letters of acceptance and refusal.
e Botany: Give 5 ways in which leaves may
be arranged or inserted on plants.
e History: Relate the story of Charles Sturt’s
expedition to explore the interior of College Hall as it looked when Bessie Twigg sat her exams in 1912.
Australia.

Earlier this year her niece donated some of Bessie's examination papers, exercise books and school
reports to the Archives. Some of the exams are shown here. Sadly we don't have Bessie’s answers, but
you may like to have a go yourself!

. T - - e —— ——

(II)B Oamposition, W,. i 0 ZZ
' améé'{t

I. Write sentencos bringing the following wordss dev dz.s
draf‘t, éying, Qysing, ewer, your, feat, fool,
grate, groeaty hewdoy-doawrdy lain, lans, mawa, meter,

II, Write an invitation to a dance with letterg of ecoeptance &'
rofuszal

III. W wita an ezeey of not more then 20 lines, on Loyalty . \

IV, Poneituastie: I degignoed, efter my £irat vorage, to gnand the rest 8
“of my d’*gs ot b’wwmgwt it waE no%t Long GTo WNEsEY QF £
incolent 3ife eud 1'put to sea a seoond time, Witk merchanis o
knowz, _:;W\bity.

B) Wxite a letter not more than I0 lines, 4nviting a fmend %0

ppand nar hol?.daye withh you at tho sea-sida,
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1I, BOTANY, Hu%
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I, Desoriboe how a boan seed gorminates,and toll how young plants are
fod,
II, Neme four flowerless plants and explain how aryy ceno of them is
reproduced.
III, Glve & ways in which leoveg may be arrangsd cr inserted on plants
IV, Draw diagrems of ten =_huhnob types ¢f Loavey end writo.shonbly
about each, ‘

V. Explain I} gecegilo,2) peduncles.l)
: *;irrﬁxate O methode of inflorescence

Vi, Degaribe cnd
VII, Ezplain tae 2 plonsie and & palmete lesld

Tk zate by

VEETT, Léngvn the 10f¢0W1ngAmoaﬂs of wernotiown I

or spiral,d)jinvoluto,
4 .

e

2.2 History.
I."rite = short account of the uxplor:tions of the following in
Viestern Australia:- (a) Sir George Grey, (b) Sir John Torrest.,
Give & short account of the Covernment of Western Australia.
III. Give 2n account of GovernorCawler's work in South Australia.
IV.Relate the story of Charles Sturt's expedition to explore the
interior of Australia.
V. Gi#e a full account of the Federal Constitution.
VI.Outline the principal events in the history of New Zealand.

VII. Give a short account of Governor Phillip.



